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1. Introduction 

Richard Huish Trust (the Trust) provides governance and oversight to those Academies 
which are part of the Trust namely: The Taunton Academy, West Buckland Primary, North 
Curry CofE Primary, Nerrols Primary School and Nursery, and North Town Primary. 

This Policy applies to Nerrols Primary. 

2. Policy Name 

Early Years Foundation Stage 2 Policy 

3. Policy Statement 

“Every child deserves the best possible start in life and support to achieve their full potential. 
A child’s experience in the early years has a major impact on their future life chances. A 
secure, safe and happy childhood is important in its own right, and it provides the foundation 
for children to make the most of their abilities and talents as they grow up.’ (Statutory 
Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage 2011.) 

4. Aims 

At Nerrols Primary School we aim to provide the highest quality care and education for all 
our children, thereby giving them a strong foundation for their future learning. We create a 
safe and happy environment with motivating and enjoyable learning experiences that enable 
children to become confident and independent. We value the individual child and work 
alongside parents and others to meet their needs and help every child to reach their full 
potential. 

As outlined in the EYFS ‘Every child deserves the best possible start in life and the support 
that enables them to fulfil their potential. Children develop quickly in the early years and a 
child's experiences between birth and age five have a major impact on their future life 
chances.’ 

5.  Policy Principles 

5.1  Statutory Framework of the EYFS 

Within the Foundation stage classrooms we adhere to the Statutory Framework of the EYFS 
and the four guiding principles that shape practice within Early Years settings. 

As part of our practice we: 

 Provide a balanced curriculum throughout the early years classrooms, based on the 
EYFS and the creative curriculum. 

 Provide a happy, caring, safe and secure environment for learning, which meets the 
individual needs and interests of the children. 

 Promote equality of opportunity and anti-discriminatory practice.  

 We provide early intervention for those children who require additional support. 

 Work in partnership with parents and within the wider school community. 

 Plan challenging learning experiences, based on the individual child, informed by 
observation and assessments. 
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 Provide opportunities for children to engage in activities that are adult-initiated and 
child-initiated, supported by the adult. 

 Provide a secure and safe learning environment indoors and out. 

 To develop warm and secure relationships between children and adults. 

 

5.2   Foundation Stage Curriculum 

 

We plan an exciting and challenging curriculum based on our observation of children’s needs, 

interests, and stages of development across the seven areas of learning to enable the 

children to achieve and exceed the early learning goals.  

 

All the seven areas of learning and development are important and inter-connected. 

 

Three areas are particularly crucial for igniting children's curiosity and enthusiasm for 

learning, for building their capacity to learn, form relationships and thrive. These three areas 

are the prime areas: 

 Communication and Language 

 Physical Development 

 Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

Children are also supported through the four specific areas, through which the three prime 
areas are strengthened and applied. The specific areas are: 

 Literacy 

 Mathematics 

 Understanding the World 

 Expressive Arts and Design 

Children are provided with a range of rich, meaningful first-hand experiences in which 
children explore, think creatively and are active. We aim to develop and foster positive 
attitudes towards learning, confidence, communication and physical development. 

As a team (all early years classes), we plan an overarching topic which is based around half 
termly themes. These plans then inform our short-term weekly planning, alongside our 
observations, which remains flexible for unplanned circumstances or children’s responses. 

Children have whole group and small group times which increase as they progress through 
the EYFS with times for a daily phonics session using ‘Letters and Sounds’, teaching 
aspects of Mathematics and Literacy, including shared reading and writing. 

The curriculum is delivered using a play-based approach as outlined by the EYFS; 

‘Each area of learning and development must be implemented through planned, purposeful 
play and through a mix of adult-led and child-initiated activities’ 

We plan a balance between children having time and space to engage in their own child-
initiated activities and those that are planned by the adults. During children’s play, the adults 
within the classroom interact to stretch and challenge children further. 

 We create a stimulating environment to encourage children to free-flow between all 

areas of the classrooms both inside and out. 
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5.3   Play 

“Children’s play reflects their wide ranging and varied interests and preoccupations. In their 
play children learn at their highest level. Play with peers is important for children’s 
development.” (EYFS 2008) 

Through play, our children explore and develop learning experiences which help them make 
sense of the world. They practise and build up ideas, and learn how to control themselves 
and understand the need for rules. They have the opportunity to think creatively alongside 
other children as well as on their own. They communicate with others as they investigate 
and solve problems. They express fears or re-live anxious experiences in controlled and 
safe situations. 

5.4   Observations, Assessment and Planning 

We make regular assessments of children’s learning and we use this information to ensure that future 

planning reflects a curriculum that is specific to the children’s needs. Assessment in the 
EYFS takes the form of observation, and this involves the teacher and other adults as 
appropriate. These observations are recorded in children’s individual ‘Learning Journey’ on 
Tapestry, an online program software. 

At Nerrols Primary School, we use ‘Ecarda Data Tracking’ to record judgements against the 
EYFS Profile. Each child’s level of development is recorded against 17 areas of the Early 
Years Foundation Stage (EYFS).  Within the final term of the EYFS, we provide a written 
summary to parents, reporting their progress against the ELG’s and assessment scales. 

It is the responsibility of the EYFS teacher to follow the principles stated in this policy. There 
is a named Governor responsible for the EYFS. This governor will discuss EYFS practice 
with the practitioners regularly and provide feedback to the whole governing body, raising 
any issues that require discussion. 

The Headteacher and Early Years leader will carry out monitoring on the EYFS as part of the 
whole school monitoring schedule. It is statutory to complete the Foundation Profile for each 
pupil and it is completed in partnership with parents. 

5.5   Parents as Partners 

We recognise that parents are children’s first and most enduring educators and we value the 
contribution they make. We recognise the role that parents have played, and their future 
role, in educating their children. We welcome and actively encourage parents to participate 
in their child’s education.  

We do this through: 

 Talking to parents about their child before their child starts in our school. 

 The teacher offers to visit all children in their home setting prior to them starting 
school. 

 The children have the opportunity to spend time with their teacher before starting 
school during ‘Come and play’ session. 

 Inviting all parents to an induction meeting during the term before their child starts 
school. 

 Offering parents regular opportunities to talk about their child’s progress to all adults 
with an open door policy. 

 Encouraging parents to talk to their child’s teacher if there are any concerns. There is 
a formal meeting for parents each term at which the teacher and the parent discuss 
the child’s progress in private. Parents receive a report on their child’s attainment and 
progress at the end of each school year. 

 Arranging a range of activities throughout the year that encourage collaboration 
between child, school and parents: Share days, Class assemblies, Sports Day etc. 
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 Children creating their ‘Me and My World’ book where parents have the opportunity 
to contribute. 

5.6   Stage Not Age Plus 

We believe that every child deserves the best possible start in life and the support that 
enables them to reach their full potential. Children develop and learn in different ways and at 
different rates. Within the Early Years at Nerrols Primary we have created a curriculum that 
encompasses our ethos. Since implementing Stage not Age in 2012 we have seen positive 
outcomes for the children leaving the Early Years at the end of Year 2.  

With the introduction of the new National Curriculum we have evolved Stage not Age to work 
alongside the new curriculum, which is built around a “mastery” model of attainment that 
emphasises deep, secure understanding of key concepts where the children will not go 
beyond their school year. Therefore, this year we are introducing Stage not Age+. We have 
six classrooms; each classroom is a stage, starting at Stage 1 through to Stage 6. 

 

Stage Age of Children Class Name 

Stage 1&2 Reception age children  

Stage 3&4 Year 1 age children  

Stage 5&6 Year 2 age children  

 

Within these classrooms the children are assigned a class teacher and a classroom as a 
base. They will experience working with both class teachers in both classrooms. We 
understand that children work at any given level when they are ready. Each child is unique 
and is valued as an individual; we aim to provide a secure foundation through learning and 
development opportunities based around the needs of each individual child. All children must 
be given access to the full content of the Programmes of Study: sometimes it is necessary to 
differentiate for some children by giving them additional support, but not by limiting the 
content they’re taught. 

Through regular assessment and observations the teachers are informed of the children’s 
level of learning and their stage of development, providing them with the information they 
need to decide which activity the child should undertake and with which teacher to achieve 
their full potential.  

As this approach to learning across two classrooms with a variety of adults is embedded 
from the start of the children’s experience of Nerrols, there is little concern about transitions 
from one adult to another or indeed one class to another. However, the teachers will 
acknowledge the child’s needs and establish partnerships between the child and adults when 

appropriate. 

5.7   Communication with parents 

We strive to create and maintain a partnership with parents and carers, encouraging parents to talk to 
the child’s teacher if there are any concerns. There is a formal meeting for parents each term at which 
the teacher and the parent discuss the child’s progress in private. This discussion will explore the 
child’s readiness to learn and the stage that would best support their needs.  

In our school we believe that all our children matter and through the implementation of Stage Not Age 
Plus we give every child every opportunity to achieve their best. 

6 Further Reading 

6.1 Early Years Statutory Framework 
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